Greek Civilization

Greek Drama- produced in outdoor amphitheaters, used little scenery, and used a chorus to help relate the story.

     Tragedies- stories about human suffering; often had unhappy endings;



Examples- Oedipus Rex and Antigone
     Comedies- play with a humorous theme and happy ending; 



Example- The Frogs
Education- (Athenians) believed in a well-rounded education- emphasized the physical (boxing, running, wrestling, gymnastics), mental (reading, debate, writing, geometry astronomy), and the arts (music, poetry). 

Sports- played an important role in society; very competitive- Olympics Games- athletes (male) from all over Greece competed once every four years.  Held in honor of the God Zeus at Olympia.

Philosophy-



Socrates- “Socratic Method”- method of questioning to get to the basis of the problem- keep refining the questions; “know thyself”- had many admirers and enemies.  Called the “gadfly”.   Made the youth of Athens question the elders.  Hence Socrates was considered dangerous to society.  Accused of corrupting the youth.  Was tried and sentenced to death.  Accepted the verdict and drank Hemlock (poison).  


Plato- student of Socrates; wrote The Republic, which describe the ideal government (one run by philosophers).  Against a democracy.


Aristotle- student of Plato; tutor to Alexander the Great; opened a school of logic; wrote Logic and Politics

Science-


Aristarchus- astronomer; concluded the earth revolves around the sun


Euclid- mathematician; systemized geometry (Elements); 


Archimedes- mathematician- lever, pulley, and gravity


Eraratosthenes- geographer; believed earth was round and accurately estimated its circumference.

